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have influence). Individual qualities such as leadership 
skills, an engaging personality, self-confidence, quick-
wittedness, and physical attractiveness, or ascribed 
characteristics such as the most powerful gender 
or ethnic group, influence cultural and social capital. 
Interactions with meso-level organizations help shape 
the influence of these individual traits. 

Meso-Level Access to Resources
Many of the resources we use come from institutions 
at the meso level: family, education, religion, eco-
nomic and political institutions, and health care. We 
first learn our social status and the roles associated 
with it through our interactions with family members. 
The socialization we undergo in our families influ-
ences how we see ourselves, how others perceive us, 
and our access to resources such as education and 
jobs. For example, we learn grammar and manners 
from our families; that in turn affects how our teach-
ers and peers view and judge us. Educational orga-
nizations treat children differently according to their 
social status, and social status is revealed through 
such symbols as language (e.g., if we speak standard 
English) and manners (e.g., not interrupting, saying 
please and thank you when appropriate, addressing 
adults by their proper titles). Our education can result 

in differential access to prestigious jobs and affect our 
social status in society—and therefore our position in 
the social stratification hierarchy. 

Macro-Level Factors 
Influencing Stratification
The global economic position of a nation affects the 
opportunities available to individuals in that nation, 
illustrating that macro-level factors also influence 
placement in the stratification system (see Figure 7.2).  
Haiti provides a powerful illustration of this fact. 
Located on the island of Hispaniola in the Caribbean, 
Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemi-
sphere and one of the poorest countries in the world, 
with little technology, few resources, ineffective gov-
ernment, a very weak educational system, and an 
occupational structure based largely on subsistence 
farming. Even its forest resources are essentially gone, 
as desperately poor people cut down the last trees 
for firewood and shelters, leaving the land to erode  
(Diamond 2005). 

The economy is in a downward cycle, pushing 
many already poor people still lower in the world’s 
stratification system. The 2010 earthquake and 
floods added to Haitians’ economic woes and misery. 
Residents were driven from what meager shelters they 
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FIGURE 7.2  Gross National Income per Capita in 2013 

Source: World Bank. 




